
Rothbury Traditional Music Festival 
Minutes of Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 19th June 2013, Queens Head Hotel, Rothbury 
 

Present: 
Caroline Dawson (CD - Chair),Thomson Bathgate (TB), Mary Bathgate (MB), 
Jean Tocker (JT), Lynn Tocker (LT), Charlie Gale (CG), Krista Tocker (KT) and 
Jules Dowson (JD) 
 
 
Agenda Items: 
 

1. Welcome and apologies 
Apologies were received from Barry Chalk (BC) and Carole Murray (CM), 
CD volunteered to Chair the meeting in Barry’s absence. 

 
2. Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising. 

Minutes were agreed as a true record. 
 
JD needed CD’s signature on banking form. 
LT confirmed programme was due to be ready by the end of June. 
JD tabled letters to businesses – 86 in total and submitted postal receipt to 
TB. 
JT to be reimbursed for ink and laminating of posters etc. 
TB has liability policy - £371 (cheaper than year previous). 
JT confirmed Street Fair raised £172. 
CD due to pick up new trophy. 
LT has arranged for Hexham Morris and Pipe Band to perform for 
Armstrong cottages. 
JD read email from CM regarding volunteers event and leaflet drops.  LT 
agreed to post information of volunteers night on Facebook. 
CD reaffirmed that winners addresses and phone numbers should be 
collected at competitions. 
 

 
3. Website 

LT briefed committee re new website.  Agreement is for 3 years at 
present. 
 

4. Crafts 
Use of Parish Hall grass has been confirmed. 
JD read out email correspondence from Colin Wheeler re moving service 
times to better accommodate festival activities and Northumbrian Pipes 
playing in the Church. 
JD relayed that the Basketry group were discussing the Festival at their 
AGM also on 19th June. 



LT asked where the Storyteller should be located.  General feeling was 
the grass in front of Newcastle House as this would be most accessible for 
families. 
JT has selection of crafts confirmed, this may be weather dependent. 

 
5. Mary Findler donation 

LT briefed the group on Mary Findler’s kind donation offer, however there 
was some confusion on how to progress with this.  MB to contact Mary 
Findler to confirm. 

 
6. Robson Green 

LT informed the committee that she had been contacted by the makers of 
a TV series presented by Robson Green about Northumberland.  There is 
a possibility that they may film in the village during the Festival.  LT will 
update everyone as this progresses but requested that information is not 
publicised as nothing was confirmed as yet. 
 

7. Poetry in Schools 
James Tait would be working in schools over the coming weeks. 
Rothbury First School had difficulty confirmin dates, therefore Saturday 
sessions were being arranged by BC. 
 

8. Complimentary Tickets and Ticket Sales 
JT informed the committee that ticket sales were going well, however the 
answering machine at the Congregational Gallery had caused confusion.  
This has now been rectified.  Guy at the Congregational was keeping a log 
of who and where the tickets were going. 
Complimentary tickets were not to be sent out, they will be held at the 
Festival Office on Saturday 20th July so that is they are not used, they can 
be re-issued.  LT to send a list of the recipients to JD along with email 
addresses. 
 

9. Jobs List 
LT asked for a volunteer to administer the competitions.  KT offered to 
help.  LT to show KT what needs to be done. 
JT printing certificates. 
CG asked for help on set up.  LT confirmed Gary Forrest, Stephen Walker, 
Jimmy and Billy Tocker, plus others available. 
CG asked for list of First Aiders and telephone numbers of committee. 
MB has collection buckets. 
JT suggested collection tins should go into pubs ASAP. 
 

10. AOB 
TB to confirm with Jubilee Hall when we can put up advertising banners 
on fence. 



JT had been contacted by an MS charity who wanted to host a stall on 
Festival Saturday.  Committee discussed the possibility and it was felt that 
this would set a precedent for other fundraising stalls and this would dilute 
the fundraising of the Festival as a large number of charities had asked 
about the possibility of having stalls at the Festival.  LT would send a 
polite email saying that a large number of charities wished to hold stalls 
and it would be difficult to choose. 
TB suggested that as the particular charity in question had contributed to 
the Festival in the past, then the Festival should donate a reasonable sum, 
once this years takings had been calculated as a thank you for their 
support.  It was hoped this would be a suitable gesture in lieu of hosting a 
stall.  All committee members present agreed. 
 

11. Next Meeting 
Confirmed as 3rd July 2013, 7pm, Queens Head Hotel. 

 


